
 

 
 
 

Scholarly Publications About Migration 

 

Spotlight on California 

• Robert E. Barde, Immigration at the Golden Gate: Passenger Ships, Exclusion, and Angel 
Island (Westport, CT: Praeger, 2008). 

 
From the publisher: 
Presents the history of San Francisco's Angel Island Immigration Station that 
operated between 1910 and 1940. Argues that Asian immigrants, rather than 
being welcomed, were denied liberties and even entrance to the United States. 

 
• Albert S. Broussard, Black San Francisco: The Struggle for Racial Equality in the West, 

1900–1954 (Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1993). 
 

From the publisher: 
When it came to racial equality in the early twentieth century, Albert S. Broussard 
argues, the liberal, progressive image of San Francisco was largely a facade. In this 
book, he challenges the rhetoric of progress and opportunity with evidence of the 
reality of inequality and shows how black San Franciscans struggled for equality in 
the same manner as their counterparts in the Midwest and East. Understanding the 
texture of the racial caste system in the city prior to 1954, he contends, is critical to 
understanding why blacks made so little progress in employment, housing, and 
politics despite the absence of segregation laws. 

 
Reconstructing the plight of San Francisco's black citizens, Broussard reveals a 
population that, despite its small size before 1940, did not accept second-class 
citizenship passively yet remained nonviolent into the 1960s. He also shows how 
World War II and the defense industry brought thousands of southern black 
migrants to the bay area. Ultimately, he demonstrates, these newcomers and 
native black residents formed coalitions with white liberals to attack racial 
inequality more vigorously and successfully than at any previous time in San 
Francisco's history. 
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• Megan A. Carney, The Unending Hunger: Tracing Women and Food Insecurity across 
Borders (Oakland: University of California Press, 2015). 

 
From the publisher: 
Based on ethnographic fieldwork from Santa Barbara, California, this book sheds 
light on the ways that food insecurity prevails in women's experiences of migration 
from Mexico and Central America to the United States. 
  

• Lopera J. Delgado, ¡Cuéntamelo!: Oral Histories by LGBT Latino Immigrants (San 
Francisco: Aunt Lute Books, 2017). 

 
From the publisher: 
¡Cuéntamelo! is a stunning collection of bilingual oral histories and illustrations by 
LGBT Latinx immigrants who arrived in the U.S. during the 80s and 90s. Stories of 
repression in underground Havana in the 60s; coming out trans in Catholic Puerto 
Rico in the 80s; Scarface, female impersonators, Miami and the 'boat people'; San 
Francisco’s underground Latinx scene during the 90s and more. 

 
• Kevin Mulroy, Lawrence B. de Graaf, and Quintard Taylor, eds., Seeking El Dorado: 

African Americans in California (Seattle, WA: University of Washington Press, 2001). 
 

From the publisher: 
From the 18th century, African Americans, like many others, have migrated to 
California to seek fortunes or, often, the more modest goals of being able to find 
work, own a home, and raise a family relatively free of discrimination. Not only 
their search but also its outcome is covered in Seeking El Dorado. Whether they 
settled in major cities or smaller towns, African Americans created institutions and 
organizations—churches, social clubs, literary societies, fraternal orders, civil rights 
organizations—that embodied the legacy of their past and the values they shared. 
Blacks came in search of the same jobs as other Americans, but the search often 
proved frustrating. Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, African American 
leadership in the state consistently focused on achieving racial justice. The essays 
in this book speak of triumph and hardship, success, discrimination, and 
disappointment. 
 
Seeking El Dorado is a major contribution to black history and the history of the 
American West and will be of interest to both scholars and general readers. 
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• Claudia Der-Martirosian, Iranian Immigrants in Los Angeles: The Roles of Networks and 
Economic Integration (New York: LFB Scholarly, 2008).  

 
From the publisher: 
Der-Martirosian defines immigrants' economic embeddedness in terms of the 
extent to which they utilize kinship and co-ethnic ties to receive and give economic 
help. In 1978-1979, immediately after the Iranian Revolution, Iranians began 
settling in Los Angeles in large numbers. Der-Martirosian focuses on the economic 
integration of Iranian male immigrant heads of households in Los Angeles (1987-
88) and examines the role of network ties during initial and settled phases. For the 
four economic outcome measures - length of time spent looking for first 
employment, shift in occupational status, income, and self-employment - significant 
network effects were found net of all other relevant variables. The social capital 
embedded in kinship and co-ethnic ties, significantly affected Iranian immigrants' 
economic experience in Los Angeles. 
 

• Sarah M. A. Gualtieri, Arab Routes: Pathways to Syrian California (Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press, 2020). 

 
From the publisher: 
Los Angeles is home to the largest population of people of Middle Eastern origin 
and descent in the United States. Since the late nineteenth century, Syrian and 
Lebanese migration, in particular, to Southern California has been intimately 
connected to and through Latin America. Arab Routes uncovers the stories of this 
Syrian American community, one both Arabized and Latinized, to reveal important 
cross-border and multiethnic solidarities in Syrian California. 
 
Sarah M. A. Gualtieri reconstructs the early Syrian connections through California, 
Texas, Mexico, and Lebanon. She reveals the Syrian interests in the defense of the 
Mexican American teens charged in the 1942 Sleepy Lagoon murder, in actor 
Danny Thomas's rise to prominence in LA's Syrian cultural festivals, and in more 
recent activities of the grandchildren of immigrants to reclaim a sense of Arabness. 
Gualtieri reinscribes Syrians into Southern California history through her 
examination of powerful images and texts, augmented with interviews with 
descendants of immigrants. Telling the story of how Syrians helped forge a global 
Los Angeles, Arab Routes counters a long-held stereotype of Arabs as outsiders and 
underscores their longstanding place in American culture and in interethnic 
coalitions, past and present. 
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• Camille Guerin-Gonzales, Mexican Workers and American Dreams: Immigration, 
Repatriation, and California Farm Labor, 1900–1939 (Boulder, CO: NetLibrary, 
2000).  

 
From the publisher: 
"Guerin-Gonzales's special contribution is the link she explores between immigrant 
experience and the American dream. The towering irony her fine book reveals is 
how an ideology of promise for others was for the Mexican migrants the 
justification for their exploitation and, when the Great Depression struck, for 
expelling many of them from the country."—David Brody, University of California, 
Davis 

 
• Ron Kelley, ed., Irangeles: Iranians in Los Angeles (Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1993). 
 

From the publisher: 
A collection of photographs, essays and interviews which explores how Iranian 
immigrants who fled Iran's Islamic Revolution in 1979 have adapted to American 
urban culture in Los Angeles. Humanizing the immigrants' experiences, the text 
discusses their lifestyle in an adopted country. 

 
• Erika Lee and Judy Yung, Angel Island: Immigrant Gateway to America (New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2012). 
 

From the publisher: 
From 1910 to 1940, over half a million people sailed through the Golden Gate, 
hoping to start a new life in America. But they did not all disembark in San 
Francisco; instead, most were ferried across the bay to the Angel Island 
Immigration Station. For many, this was the real gateway to the United States. For 
others, it was a prison and their final destination, before being sent home. 

 
• Ivan Light, Deflecting Immigration: Networks, Markets, and Regulation in Los Angeles 

(New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2008).  
 

From the publisher: 
As international travel became cheaper and national economies grew more 
connected over the past thirty years, millions of people from the Third World 
emigrated to richer countries. A tenth of the population of Mexico relocated to the 
United States between 1980 and 2000. 
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• Haiming Liu, From Canton Restaurant to Panda Express: A History of Chinese Food in 
the United States (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2015). 

 
From the publisher: 
From Canton Restaurant to Panda Express takes readers on a compelling journey 
from the California Gold Rush to the present, letting readers witness both the 
profusion of Chinese restaurants across the United States and the evolution of 
many distinct American-Chinese iconic dishes from chop suey to General Tso’s 
chicken. Along the way, historian Haiming Liu explains how the immigrants 
adapted their traditional food to suit local palates, and gives readers a taste of 
Chinese cuisine embedded in the bittersweet story of Chinese Americans. 

 
• Willow S. Lung-Amam, Trespassers?: Asian Americans and the Battle for Suburbia 

(Oakland: University of California Press, 2017). 
 

From the publisher: 
Beyond the gilded gates of Google, little has been written about the suburban 
communities of Silicon Valley. Over the past several decades, the region’s booming 
tech economy spurred rapid population growth, increased racial diversity, and 
prompted an influx of immigration, especially among highly skilled and educated 
migrants from China, Taiwan, and India. At the same time, the response to these 
newcomers among long-time neighbors and city officials revealed complex 
attitudes in even the most well-heeled and diverse communities. 

 
• Dawn B. Mabalon, Little Manila Is in the Heart: The Making of the Filipina/o American 

Community in Stockton, California (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2013).  
 

From the publisher: 
In the early twentieth century—not long after 1898, when the United States claimed the 
Philippines as an American colony—Filipinas/os became a vital part of the agricultural 
economy of California's fertile San Joaquin Delta. In downtown Stockton, they created Little 
Manila, a vibrant community of hotels, pool halls, dance halls, restaurants, grocery stores, 
churches, union halls, and barbershops. Little Manila was home to the largest community of 
Filipinas/os outside of the Philippines until the neighborhood was decimated by urban 
redevelopment in the 1960s. Narrating a history spanning much of the twentieth century, 
Dawn Bohulano Mabalon traces the growth of Stockton's Filipina/o American community, the 
birth and eventual destruction of Little Manila, and recent efforts to remember and preserve it. 
 
Mabalon draws on oral histories, newspapers, photographs, personal archives, and 
her own family's history in Stockton. She reveals how Filipina/o immigrants created 
a community and ethnic culture shaped by their identities as colonial subjects of 
the United States, their racialization in Stockton as brown people, and their 
collective experiences in the fields and in the Little Manila neighborhood. In the 
process, Mabalon places Filipinas/os at the center of the development of California 
agriculture and the urban West. 
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• Madhavi Mallapragada, Virtual Homelands: Indian Immigrants and Online Cultures in 
the United States (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2017). 

 
From the publisher: 
The internet has transformed the idea of home for Indians and Indian Americans. In 
Virtual Homelands: Indian Immigrants and Online Cultures in the United States, 
Madhavi Mallapragada analyzes home pages and other online communities 
organized by diasporic and immigrant Indians from the late 1990s through the 
social media period. Engaging the shifting aspects of belonging, immigrant politics, 
and cultural citizenship by linking the home page, household, and homeland as key 
sites, Mallapragada illuminates the contours of belonging and reveals how Indian 
American struggles over it trace back to the web's active mediation in 
representing, negotiating, and reimagining "home." 

 
• Frederick W. Marrazzo, Italians in the Santa Clara Valley (Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 

2007). 
 

From the publisher:  
Attracted by the mild climate and abundance of fertile land, Italians came to the 
Santa Clara Valley from all regions of Italy, including Sicily, Calabria, Basilicata, 
Tuscany, and Piedmont. Beginning in the 1880s, the "Eden of the World" beckoned 
Italian immigrants as farmers, ranchers, orchardists, vegetable growers, and 
winemakers. Italian men, women, and children filled the numerous canneries and 
packinghouses supplying the rest of the nation with fresh produce. Once the 
largest ethnic group in the valley, Italians' impact on the region has been profound, 
yet is often overlooked. The photographs in this book present a special glimpse into 
the lives of a people whose irrepressible optimism, kindness, and can-do spirit 
overcame the challenges and obstacles put before them. 

 
• Rachel Neumann and Ericka McConnell, photographer, I Am Home: Portraits of 

Immigrant Teenagers (Berkeley: California Parallax, 2018). 
 

From the publisher: 
Sixty full-page portraits of students at Oakland International High School, 
photographed by award-winning photographer Ericka McConnell, are 
accompanied by their own unique, diverse, and surprising stories of what makes 
them feel at home. Each of these young people is inspiring in their own right and 
together their stories will help us consider the issue of immigration with new 
mindfulness and compassion. All profits from the publication of this book will be 
donated to Oakland International High School. 
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• Carol L. McKibben, Beyond Cannery Row: Sicilian Women, Immigration, and 
Community in Monterey, California, 1915–99 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 
2006).  

 
From the publisher: 
Presenting a nuanced story of women, migration, community, industry, and civic 
life at the turn of the twentieth century, this book analyzes the processes of 
migration and settlement of Sicilian fishers from three villages in Western Sicily to 
Monterey, California—and sometimes back again.  

 
• Anne Mendelson, Chow Chop Suey: Food and the Chinese American Journey (New 

York: Columbia University Press, 2016).  
 

From the publisher: 
Chinese food first became popular in America under the shadow of violence 
against Chinese aliens, a despised racial minority ineligible for United States 
citizenship. The founding of late-nineteenth-century "chop suey" restaurants that 
pitched an altered version of Cantonese cuisine to white patrons despite a 
virulently anti-Chinese climate is one of several pivotal events in Anne 
Mendelson's thoughtful history of American Chinese food. Chow Chop Suey uses 
cooking to trace different stages of the Chinese community's footing in the larger 
white society. 
 

• David N. Pellow and Lisa S.-H. Park, The Silicon Valley of Dreams: Environmental 
Injustice, Immigrant Workers and the High-Tech Global Economy (New York: New York 
University Press, 2003).  

 
From the publisher: 
In The Silicon Valley of Dreams, the authors take a hard look at the high-tech region 
of Silicon Valley to examine environmental racism within the context of immigrant 
patterns, labor markets, and the historical patterns of colonialism. One cannot 
understand Silicon Valley or the high-tech global economy in general, they 
contend, without also understanding the role people of color play in the labor 
force, working in the electronic industry's toxic environments. These toxic work 
environments produce chemical pollution that, in turn, disrupts the ecosystems of 
surrounding communities inhabited by people of color and immigrants. The 
authors trace the origins of this exploitation and provide a new understanding of 
the present-day struggles for occupational health and safety. 
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• Sabeen Sandhu, Asian Indian Professionals: The Culture of Success (El Paso: LFB 
Scholarly, 2012). 

 
From the publisher: 
Sandhu tells an ethnographic tale about the everyday lives of Asian Indian elites, 
their spouses, and children in two of the largest communities in the United States --
Southern California and the Silicon Valley. Sandhu documents that beyond the 
visible successes of Asian Indians in the work sphere, spousal selection and the 
mobility of their new second generation are critical dimensions of their identities 
as elites. Sandhu extends and sharpens the concepts of cultural and social capital, 
processes of assimilation, and construction of identity to this understudied group. 

 
• Sandoval T. F Summers, Latinos at the Golden Gate: Creating Community and Identity 

in San Francisco (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2016). 
 

From the publisher: 
Born in an explosive boom and built through distinct economic networks, San 
Francisco has a cosmopolitan character that often masks the challenges migrants 
faced to create community in the city by the bay. Latin American migrants have 
been part of the city's story since its beginning. Charting the development of a 
hybrid Latino identity forged through struggle--latinidad--from the Gold Rush 
through the civil rights era, Tomas F. Summers Sandoval Jr. chronicles the rise of 
San Francisco's diverse community of Latin American migrants.  

 
• Quintard Taylor, In Search of the Racial Frontier: African Americans in the American 

West 1528–1990 (New York: W. W. Norton, 1999). 
 

From the publisher: 
A landmark history of African Americans in the West, In Search of the Racial 
Frontier rescues the collective American consciousness from thinking solely of 
European pioneers when considering the exploration, settling, and conquest of the 
territory west of the Mississippi. From its surprising discussions of groups of 
African American wholly absorbed into Native American culture to illustrating how 
the largely forgotten role of blacks in the West helped contribute to everything 
from the Brown vs. Board of Education desegregation ruling to the rise of the Black 
Panther Party, Quintard Taylor fills a major void in American history and reminds 
us that the African American experience is unlimited by region or social status.  
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• Cecelia M. Tsu, Garden of the World: Asian Immigrants and the Making of Agriculture in 
California’s Santa Clara Valley (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013). 

 
From the publisher: 
Nearly a century before it became known as Silicon Valley, the Santa Clara Valley 
was world-renowned for something else: the succulent fruits and vegetables grown 
in its fertile soil. In Garden of the World, Cecilia Tsu tells the overlooked, 
intertwined histories of the Santa Clara Valley's agricultural past and the Asian 
immigrants who cultivated the land during the region's peak decades of 
horticultural production. Weaving together the story of three overlapping waves 
of Asian migration from China, Japan, and the Philippines in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, Tsu offers a comparative history that sheds light on the ways 
in which Asian farmers and laborers fundamentally altered the agricultural 
economy and landscape of the Santa Clara Valley, as well as white residents' ideas 
about race, gender, and what it meant to be an American family farmer.  

 
• Bernard P. Wong, The Chinese in Silicon Valley: Globalization, Social Networks, and 

Ethnic Identity (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006). 
 

From the publisher: 
The Chinese in Silicon Valley examines the complex and ever-growing role of 
Chinese American scientists and engineers in Silicon Valley. Globalization brings 
workers from many different countries and cultures together, impacting more than 
just their work environments. The Chinese who settle in Silicon Valley must learn 
to prosper despite changes in cultural identity, family life, and often citizenship. 
They learn how to utilize new social networks and make sense of a shifting ethnic 
identity. The Chinese community in Silicon Valley is being developed with the 
advantages and constraints of many factors: the new global economy, technology, 
the Chinese immigrants' traditional culture, and the American host culture. 

 
• Christian Zlolniski, Janitors, Street Vendors, and Activists: The Lives of Mexican 

Immigrants in Silicon Valley (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008). 
 

From the publisher: 
This highly accessible, engagingly written book exposes the underbelly of 
California’s Silicon Valley, the most successful high-technology region in the world, 
in a vivid ethnographic study of Mexican immigrants employed in Silicon Valley’s 
low-wage jobs. Christian Zlolniski’s on-the-ground investigation demonstrates how 
global forces have incorporated these workers as an integral part of the economy 
through subcontracting and other flexible labor practices and explores how these 
labor practices have in turn affected working conditions and workers’ daily lives. 
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By Stanford Faculty 
 

 
• Gordon H. Chang, The Chinese and the Iron Road: Building the Transcontinental 

Railroad (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2019). 
 

From the publisher: 
This landmark volume sheds light on the lives and experiences of the Chinese 
workers who made up 90% of the workforce that built the Central Pacific Railroad-
but who have been little understood and largely invisible in traditional accounts of 
the building of the First Transcontinental Railroad. 

 
• Gordon H. Chang, Ghosts of Gold Mountain: The Epic Story of the Chinese Who Built 

the Transcontinental Railroad (New York: Mariner Books, 2020). 
 

From the publisher: 
From across the sea, they came by the thousands, escaping war and poverty in 
southern China to seek their fortunes in America. Converging on the enormous 
western worksite of the Transcontinental Railroad, the migrants spent years 
dynamiting tunnels through the snow-packed cliffs of the Sierra Nevada and laying 
tracks across the burning Utah desert. Their sweat and blood fueled the ascent of 
an interlinked, industrial United States. But those of them who survived this 
perilous effort would suffer a different kind of death—a historical one, as they were 
pushed first to the margins of American life and then to the fringes of public 
memory.  

 
In this account, Gordon H. Chang draws on unprecedented research to recover the 
Chinese railroad workers’ stories and celebrate their role in remaking America.  

 
• Tomás Jiménez, The Other Side of Assimilation: How Immigrants Are Changing 

American Life (Oakland: University of California Press, 2017). 
 

From the publisher: 
The immigration patterns of the last three decades have profoundly changed 
nearly every aspect of life in the United States. What do those changes mean for 
the most established Americans—those whose families have been in the country 
for multiple generations?  

 
The Other Side of Assimilation shows that assimilation is not a one-way street. 
Jiménez explains how established Americans undergo their own assimilation in 
response to profound immigration-driven ethnic, racial, political, economic, and 
cultural shifts. 
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• Ana Raquel Minian, Undocumented Lives: The Untold Story of Mexican Migration 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2018). 

 
From the publisher: 
Ana Raquel Minian explores this unique chapter in the history of Mexican 
migration. Undocumented Lives draws on private letters, songs, and oral testimony 
to recreate the experience of circular migration, which reshaped communities in 
the United States and Mexico. While migrants could earn for themselves and their 
families in the U.S., they needed to return to Mexico to reconnect with their homes 
periodically. Despite crossing the border many times, they managed to belong to 
communities on both sides of it. Ironically, the U.S. immigration crackdown of the 
mid-1980s disrupted these flows, forcing many migrants to remain north of the 
border permanently for fear of not being able to return to work. For them, the 
United States became known as the jaula de oro―the cage of gold. 

 
Undocumented Lives tells the story of Mexicans who have been used and abused by 
the broader economic and political policies of Mexico and the United States. 


